FINEDON, 

January , 1904. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Finedon  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary 
Condition  of  the  Township. 

There  are  858  inhabited  and  64  uninhabited  houses  in  the  township,  and  I estimate  the  popula- 
tion at  4,214,  which  allows  rather  under  5 persons  to  each  house. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  124,  composed  of  64  males  and  60  females, 
and  giving  a rate  of  29.4  per  thousand  per  annum.  This  rate  has  only  been  lower  on  one  occasion  : viz.,  in 
1898,  when  it  was  29.2. 

The  birth-rate  over  the  country  as  a whole  shows  a marked  downward  tendency,  and  this  is  no 
good  sign. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  59,  giving  a rate  of  14  per  thousand  per 
annum.  The  average  rate  since  the  formation  of  the  Council  in  1895  has  been  13.8  per  thousand  per  annum. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  included  20  children  under  1 year  of  age,  which  gives  an  infantile 
death  rate  of  161.2  per  thousand  births  registered. 

Cancer  caused  6 deaths. 

Phthisis  caused  4 deaths,  giving  a rate  of  .9  per  thousand  per  annum. 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  other  than  Phthisis,  caused  7 deaths,  giving  a rate  of  1.6  per 
thousand  per  annum.  Neither  of  these  rates  is  heavy. 

There  was  no  death  from  Infectious  Disease  during  the  year. 

One  inquest  was  held  during  the  year  on  the  body  of  a boy  accidently  drowned  whilst  attempting 
to  save  another  boy  who  had  fallen  into  the  Ice  Brook. 

The  ages  at  which  the  deaths  occurred  were  as  follows  : 

Under  One  year  and  under  Five  years  and  under  Fifteen  years  and  under  Twenty -five  years  and  under  Sixty -five  years 
one  year.  five  years,  fifteen  years,  twenty-five  years,  sixty-five  years,  and  upwards, 

20.  6.  2.  3.  12.  16. 

Although  the  death  rate  is  an  average  one  the  Public  Health  during  the  year  has  been  very  good. 

Only  one  case  of  Infectious  Disease  was  reported  during  the  year  : viz.,  a case  of  Scarlet  Fever  at 
Finedon  Hill  Farm,  the  patient  being  a vistor  there. 

Fortunately  we  had  a clean  bill  as  regards  our  too  frequent  visitor  Typhoid  Fever. 

A few  cases  of  Chicken  Pox  of  a very  mild  kind  occured  during  the  year,  and  1 case  of  Whooping 

Cough. 

With  regard  to  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  your  Inspector  reports  as  follows  : that  Nuisances 
in  connection  with  3 pigstyes,  9 bad  drains,  22  defective  closets  have  been  inquired  into  and  abated. 

That  4 wells  of  water  have  been  condemned  and  4 cesspits  filled  in. 

That  all  the  slaughter-houses  and  butchers  shops  have  been  regularly  inspected,  lime-washed  and 

painted. 

That  all  the  dairies  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  lime-washed. 

That  all  cowsheds  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  their  cleanliness  and  ventilation  insured. 

That  the  bake-houses  have  been  inspected  and  lime-washed. 

That  all  the  factories  have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  that  in  no  case  has  there  been  any  over- 
crowding or  other  cause  of  complaint. 

That  all  the  out-workers  on  the  lists  have  been  visited  and  their  workshops  inspected. 

That  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  for  the  abatement  of  any  nuisance. 
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More  drains  have  been  connected  to  the  sewer  during  the  year,  and  it  will  be  very  desirable  as 
soon  as  we  get  the  water  supply  on  that  the  Council  should  insist  upon  all  drains  being  so  connected. 

The  pail  system  with  its  many  defects  is  still  very  largely  in  use,  though  many  permanent  con- 
nections of  closets  to  sewer  have  been  made.  In  this  case  again  it  will  be  very  desirable  that  all  closets  be 
so  connected  as  soon  as  a sufficiency  of  water  be  available. 

There  have  been  many  complaints  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  scavengers  have  done  their  work, 
both  with  regard  to  the  emptying  of  pails  and  ash  boxes. 

These  complaints  were  inquired  into  and  as  far  as  possible  remedied. 

In  my  last  annual  Report  I complained  of  the  stench  arising  from  the  various  manholes  in  con- 
nection with  the  sewer  and  suggested  more  ventilation  and  the  making  air  tight  some  of  the  manholes,  as  a 
means  of  diminishing  the  nuisance  until  such  time  as  we  get  a proper  supply  of  water  for  flushing  purposes. 
This  nuisance  is  still  in  existance. 

The  style  of  hooded  ventilating  shaft  used  by  the  Irthlingborough  Urban  District  Council  is  I 
think  superior  and  certainly  more  sightly  than  the  one  in  use  here. 

The  new  water  scheme  is  slowly  approaching  completion  and  will  I hope  before  I have  to  lay 
another  report  before  you,  be  in  good  working  order. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  state  that  on  referring  back  to  my  visiting  lists  I find  that  the  year 
just  closed  has  been  as  far  as  regards  the  Public  Health  the  healthiest  of  the  past  fourteen  years. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  BURLAND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


